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Valley Woman Adopts 14th Child in Haiti.  

Group of 16 Arizonans Travel to Move Children into Newly Built Orphanage

February 8, Paradise Valley, AZ--   An abandoned baby boy is now the 14th child to be adopted by the Goldberg family and Global Family Philanthropy (GFP) in Haiti.  A team of 16 volunteers from Arizona will travel to Haiti this week to move all of the children into a newly constructed home in Les Cayes, Haiti.

The group will travel with over 25 bags including bedding and sewing machines.  The volunteers will teach some of the local women sewing and crafting skills and help market these crafts for extra income for these women.

Lori Goldberg and volunteers will be available for interview at the airport on Wednesday, February 16 at 7:00A.M. in terminal 3.
Increase in birth rate due to rape post earthquake

In a new report, Amnesty International documents the rise in sexual violence, including at least 250 rapes reported in the first few months after the earthquake.

Fueled in part by these sexual attacks, the birth rate in Haiti has tripled since the quake, climbing from 4 percent to 12 percent, according to population experts.
“We’ve seen first hand babies being abandoned by their mothers following rape,” said Goldberg.  GFP has adopted one baby abandoned after a woman’s rape and had learned of another similar situation, but the child had died before they were able to get to him.

When the GFP orphanage is at full capacity, it will house 50 children.  The GFP Orphanage was built and is run by local Haitians.  GFP also runs a school for the neighborhood.  “We hope to adopt more abandoned babies, we brought nursery essentials and purchased more cribs,” said Goldberg.
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Post-earthquake Haiti sees numbers of orphans soar

The January 2010 earthquake killed over 230,000 people.  According to UNICEF estimates, there were 380,000 orphans in Haiti in 2007, with hundreds or 
thousands more following the earthquake.   Some parents give up their children out of desperate hope that they will receive an education, basic healthcare, and adequate nutrition.  Yet there are only 100 licensed orphanages in the nation.

“The need is immense, that is why we responded.  We know Haiti.  We love Haiti.  Our kids get 3 meals a day,” said Goldberg, adding most Haitians eat one meal a day.  “Our kids have energy to think. They have energy to play.”
For more information about Global Family Philanthropy, please visit: www.globalfamilyphilanthropy.org.      

Photographs and video are available upon request.

